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The Clergy of the Loves of Cloyne. 


 RIVEREND BRETHREN, 


; LAVING been prevented, by ut health, 

from meeting you at the laſt viſitation, I ' | 

can only judge of the ſtate of the dioceſs, 
from the report of your late viſitor. But 

| ſuch was his repreſentation of the general 

7 regularity which he found, that I thould not 

have troubled you with any public addreſs : 2 


had 


BE 


had our ſituation remained the ſame, as it 


was when I left you. 


But, during my ab- 
ſence, there has occurred a conſiderable 
change in circumſtances, which affects ma- 
| terially the diſcharge of ſome branches of our 
| parochial duty. 

neceſſary to offer to your ſerious conſidera- 
tion, a few reflections. 


Far be it from me, for it would ill be- 


come this meeting, 
diſcuſſions; or appear to canvaſs the HH 
ings of the Legiſlature. 
our province. It is our duty to ſubmit to 
the power ordained of God 
| ence to the wiſdom, and to judge favourably 
of the intentions of our Governors; 70 /{udy 
to be quiet, and do our own buſineſs (that buſineſs 


| being the ſirſt of all occupations, the pro- 


motion of religion and virtue!) and to im- 


pros 


On this ſubject I think it 


to enter into political 


to pay a defer- | 


bam 


then 


LS 


prove every publick regulation, as much as 


poſſible, for that noble purpoſe. 


Turns aim of the new arrangement in the po- 


| lity of this kingdom, is to unite the inhabi- 
tants of different religious perſuaſions in the 
| ſupport of the government of our gracious 
King, and the preſervation of our invaluable 

civil conſtitution. An object moſt deeply inte- 


reſting to the publick weal, and one of courſe, 


which demands our moſt ſtrenuous exertions. 
| Now ſuch a co- -operation cannot hc eltected 
without reciprocal cordiality ; and this cor- 
F ality is recommended by our holy religion. 
It 18 indeed the ſpirit of the goſpel. How 
| does our divine Legiſlator exemplify to the 
Jews the love of our neighbour? By the | 
FJ kindneſs ſhewn to one of their nation by a 
bamarilan, with whom their bigotry forbad 
chem to hold any ſocial intercourſe. How 


docs 


8 


does $7. Paul, the apoſtle to us of the Gentil 
world, deſcribe the ſtate of a regenerate 


chriſtian ? “We have put on,” ſays he, © the 
% new man, which is renewed in knowledge, 


cc after the image of him that created him; 


«© where there is neither Greet nor Few, cir- 


« cumciſion nor uncircumciſion, Barbarian, 
60 Scythian, bond nor free; but hriſt is all, 


« and in all. Put on therefore, (as the elect 


of God, holy and beloved) bowels of mer- 
« oy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
«© neſs, long-ſuffering ; forbearing one ano- 
above all things, put on charity, 


© ther: 
« which is the bond of perfection; and let 


ea the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
« the which alſo ye are called, in one body.” 


How docs the ſame apoſtle direct Timothy to 
proceed in the buſineſs of his miniſtry— 
queſtions, 


„ Avoid foollh and unlearned 
« which engender ſtrife. The 


6 Loft 


fervant of the 


TT EP. 


Lord muſt be gentle unto all men—apt to 
. | « teach,” yet © patient in meekneſs, inſtruct- 
ing thoſe who oppoſe themſelves.“— There 
 Þ cannot be a ſet of rules better adapted to 
F :cconcile perional kindneſs with diſcordant 
opinions, more appoſite to our ſituation, as. 
| the eſtabliſhed clergy in this kingdom, or 
better calculated to promote the cordial union 
Jof all denominations of chriſtians, aimed at 
by thoſe who are ſet over us in the ſtate. 
Perfectly conformable to the goſpel ſpirit (in 
| this, as well as every other inſtance) is our 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution; which required you 
all, at your admiſſion to ahi ſacred office of 
to prieſthood, to engage that you would © main- 
” © tain and let forward, as much as in you heth, 
to l quietneſs, peace, and love amongſt all chriſ- 
N tian people, and eſpecially among them 
1s, that are, or ſhall be committed to your _ 4 
he charge.“ And in the daily ſervice of out 

1 liturgy, 


C1 


liturgy, we accordingly pray, that the Ca. 05 
tholick Church © may be ſo guided by Gods by 
« holy ſpirit, that all, who profeſs and call Þ fe: 
„c themſelves chriſtians, may hold the faith,” pa 
| not only in righteouſneſs of life, but (as st. an 
Dau had adviſed the Zphefrans) * in unity of 
« ſpirit, and the bond of peace; and that all 
« they who do confeſs God's holy name, may 
live in unity and godly love.” Such ſenti— 
ments are, I doubt not, at all times prevalent 
in your minds; but the preſent moment calls 
for a zealous and publick diſplay of them. To 
forward this peace and love among chriſtian people, 
our Roman Catholick brethren have made 
a very laudable and conciliatory advance, by Þ 
a publick diſavowal of ſuch temporal claims, 
and religious dogmas, as have formerly in- 
ipired, and could not fail of inſpiring, diſtruſt 
and apprehenſion into the minds of Protc!- 
| tants. This meaſure, at the ſame time that | 
ii 


Ils 


CE 2:3 


it evinces their prudence, ſhould be received 


by us, as an unequivocal offer of fraternal af- 


fection. It is all that can be done on their 


part; and we ſhould meet it with readineſs . 


and cordiality. We ſhould baniſh from our 
minds all diſtruſt; every hereditary or per- 

ſonal prejudice. We ſhould welcome, and 
(much as in us hes) haſten the approach of 
that happy moment, when our united efforts 


{hall be made to eftect, what ſhould be our 


common objects the promotion of virtue, 
the ſuppreſſion of immorality, the relief of 
| diſtreſs, the execution of the laws, the ſup- 


port of the King's government, and the pre- 


| ſervation of a political conſtitution, better 
| calculated than any other that ever exiſted, to 
ſecure civil and religious liberty; to unite * 


private happineſs with public proſperity-; to 


watch it's intereſts with a jealous eye; to 


guard it againſt ſedition ; to preſerve it invio- ' \ 4 


B late 


' whoſe very exiſtence depends on it's n 
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late from innovation. 


10 J 
To warn our reſpec- 
tive flocks, that changes grounded on mere 


ſpeculation, are the offspring of inexperience 


and preſumption, if not of malevolence ; and 
almoſt always the parents of confuſion and 
miſery: to impreſs particularly on their minds, 


the neceflity of cementing indiſſolubly that 


auſpicious connexion with Great Britain, which 
is the only ſecurity of the happineſs of both 
kingdoms ; eſpecially of the weaker State, 


a 1 Part of this 1 1 


WI! ſhould by no means employ our time 


in endeavouring to prove, that the preſent 


profeſſions of the Roman Catholics of this 
| kingdom, vary from the ancient doctrines and 


Nor 


practices of the Church of Rome. 
are we called upon to reconcile variations 
with the belief of an infallible guide. Such 


reſearches | 


reſearches may gratify (and not improperly) a 


learned curioſity ; but the reſult ſhould be . 


confined to the cloſet. Some years ſince, 
when our eſtabliſhment was attacked with 7 
ſavage violence, and thoſe obnoxious. tenets | 
were ſtill uncontradicted, I thought it my 


duty to ſtand forward, and to produce chem 


to the world, I ſubmitted patiently to (what 
I could not but expect) oblogny and itl-will. 
But my interference, however painful and diſ- 
advantageous to myſelf, was not totally with- 
out good effect to the publick, perhaps to 
both churches : for my publication is aſſign- 
ed by the court of Rome, as the cauſe of. an 
alteration 1 in the oath taken by Roman Catho- 


| | lick biſhops. For proof of which, and the 
diſavowal of ſeveral offenſive tenets, I refer ' 
. & you to the original letters trom that court, 


of the 23d of June, 1791, to the Roman 
| Catholick Arch- Biſhops of Treland ; given at! 


len oth ' 


[72 ) 
0 length in the paſtoral inſtructions of Dor 


Troy, But after ſuch explicit declarations 
from publick authority, as well as individuals, 


I ſhould think it unbecoming, unfair, and in- 
vidious to revive ſimilar charges; 


well founded I ſill think them, as they refer 


this day beſt know their own opinions. Theſe 


The Roman Catholicks of 


to former times. 


j would now become Hool. iſh queſtions, ſerving 


only 70 engender firife. 
ſhould rejoice that better opinions prevail; 
as Proteſtants, we ſhould hail ſuch approaches 
to reformation ; as citizens, we ſhould ſtretch 
forth to thoſe who profeſs theſe doctrines, 


2 7 3 * : by — * ot” « © n 48 
= — 1 p = * 4 Pl 
"I ae —— — — —— —ů ID 
* * A 


As chriſtians, we 


| the right hand of nn 


Ir fuck be the dutics of every Proteſtant, 
they are eminently your's, as miniſters of a | 
proteſtant church; who ſhould be, on all 
; to whom 

your 


occaſions, enjamples to the Hock 


however 


5 


your reſpective congregations will naturally 
look up, on this national change. It is in- 

cumbent on you to keep up the moſt cordial 

intercourſe with the Roman Catholick clergy 


of your reſpective pariſhes, the better to ef- 5 


fect the great object (which you have in com- 
mon) the promotion of piety, good morals, 
and public order and charity; and by that 
example to lead your pariſhioners to meet. 
their Roman Catholick neighbours, in thoſe 
various departments, into which they are now 
introduced, without diſcontent or jealouſy, 
| for the better execution of the ſeveral branches 
| of our internal polity. You ſhould exhort. 
them to do credit to their profeſſion by libe- 
F rality of mind; allowing to the votaries of 
che Romiſh arch the ſame privilege of pri- 
vate judgment, which the founders of pro- 
teeſtantiſm aſſerted for themſelves, when they 
ſeparated from that communion. You thould ' 
: exhort | 


exhort them to contend with the Roman Ca- 


tholick, not from enmity but emulation, to N 
aim at ſuperiority; not by reviling or under- wr 
valuing, but by excelling him ; by being bet- to 
ter citizens, and better chriſtians. In this fue 
| glorious career, they who are thus contend- tru 


ing for the prize, will not only improve them- gti 
ſelves, but learn to love and to eſteem each ou 
other. To eſteem their competitor the more Þ 2; 
for that very oppoſition, which is dictated by ac 
Teal for religion, and conducted by it's ſpirit, 
When Paul withſtood Peter to the face, and 
charged him publickly with inconſiſtency, did 
| either of them therefore withdraw from the 
| other the right hand of fellowſhip ? No. They 


| on 

|| differed about the neceſſity of perpetuating the +4 

works of the law, but they united in preaching Þ cor 
| and practiſing the virtues of the goſpel. They Þ} 

1 ſeparated for their reſpective provinces of in- 


ſtruction, but they co- operated in propaga- 
| ting 


33 
<> 


„ 


| ting the true religion in works of charity, 
5 remembering the poor. Theſe things LEAN 


written for our inſtruction, and it 18 my duty 


to impreſs them on your minds. I am per- 

| ſuaded, that you are all ſenſible of theſe _ 
| truths ; ; and that'you all feel the ſame diſpo- 
| fition that I do, to conciliate the affections of 
our Roman Catholick brethren, and to for- 
ward that great object of the Free 

| 2 cordial union. e FFag oh 


_—_— 3 


Bur at this our firſt meeting, after the 


new regulations, it appears to me highly ex- 


pedient for us to mark, that ſuch are our | 

| opinions on communication with each other, | 
and that we are determined to hold a conduct 
F correſpondent to them. | 


S Howseves, at the ſame time that we are af- 
fectionately diſpoſed to the man, we are ſtill | 


to 
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to guard againſt the errors of his church, | p 
We muſt not ſacrifice to perſonal or political ii 
conſideration, the truth as it is in Feſus. Eph I d 
iv. 21. While we are ſeeking peace on earth, 1 J 

| and good will towards men, we mult not neglet tl! 
the glory of God on high. You engaged ſeve- # fc 
rally at your ordination © with all faithful di- al 

ce ligence to baniſh and drive away all errone- # w 
«© ous and ſtrange doctrines, contrary to God's rc 

« word.” And this diligence, exerted with te 
delicacy and diſcretion, is ſo far from being | 0! 
incompatible with /ove among /t all chri i/tian peo- ©! 
ple, that the glory of God cannot be promot- F he 
ed with full effect, but by cultivating peace on m 
earth. But I am the more earneſt to enforce be 
the duty of holding faſt the truth, on account pr 
of that indifference about religion, which per- 81 
vades the higher claſſes in ſeveral parts of Eu- Y — 
rope, and is the ſhameful characteriſtick of I th 


the preſent age. Under the name of philoſo- Y 
. phy. 


* 
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phy, which it has arrogantly uſurped, it bog 


introduced atheiſm into a neighbouring king- 
dom; and what has been the conſequence : F- 

That diſtinguiſhed nation, long a pattern to 
the world for arts, for literature, for police, | 


for ſuavity of manners, for enthuſiaſtic loy- 
alty (carried to exceſs) now holds forth a 


warning to mankind, by a ſudden, unexampled 
reverſe of character. Without ſubordination 


to law, without regard to juſtice, without 
order and decency in their councils, with- 


out the ordinary feelings of humanity, they 
have at laſt completed their infamy by a for- 
mal murder of their King, one of the moſt 
= benevolent Princes, and the leaſt tenacious of ' 
3 prerogative, that ever filled their throne. ' | 


Such are the triumphs of vain philoſophy ! 


$ —luch is the folly of him, who is wiſe above 
that which i is written, who is wiſe in his own | 


conceit! Nor docs the evil end here. This 


7 48 unhappy! 


104 
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unhappy nation having exhibited a phænome- 
non of impiety, a guilt unknown even to the 
pagan world, that of a legiflature rejecting all 
dependence on the providence of God, is pro- 


bably preparing itſelf to become a ſtriking ex- 


ample of his judgments. I feel, that I am en- 


| tering into a ſubject, which requires great re- 


ſerve. I am. ſenſible, that we ſhould proceed 


with caution and with awe, when we preſume | 


in any degree to anticipate - by our fpecula- 
tions, the meaſures of omniſcience, to Lift up 
as it were, the veil of the Holy of Holies. But 


When we reflect on the danger imminent to 
lf the happineſs temporal and eternal, of the 
human race, from the progreſs of this unpre- | 
| cedented, and moſt formidable ſpecies of im- 
| piety, a national irreligion, it ſeems not im- 
| SL enble, che the gracious providence of God 
| ſhould interfere, to ſtop the contagion. The 


1 magnitude of the caſe ſeems not unworthy 
| San of 


ti 


tic 
vie 
| Wy 


an 


de 
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18 1 
of the interpoſition of the Saviour of man- 
kind, who laid down his life for their re- 
demption; for if ſuch doctrines prevail uni- 
verſally, in vain has Chriſt died. And this ſpe- 

culation is countenanced by fact. That great 


| kingdom, lately fo flouriſhing, is not only 


ſorely afflicted by diſtraction and violence in 


it's councils; by diſcord, inſurrections, rapine, 
and maſſacres in it's provinces; but alarm- 


ed by apprehenſion of famine within, and by 
the terrors of mighty hoſts of enemies, ex- 
cited by their crimes, which ſurround it with- 
out on all ſides, to a degree without example 


ni hiſtory. Does it not ſeem, that it's na- | 
| tional impiety 18 bringing on a national vifita- j 
tion; though the ultimate happineſs of indi- 


viduals is doubtleſs reſerved for the diſtribu- 


F tive juſtice of omniſcience? May theſe events 


anſwer the gracious purpoſes of divine provi- | 
dence |! May they ſerve to warn us, and all 
other 


L 20 Þ 


. other nations, that righteouſneſs alone exalt- 
eth a nation, and that a people cannot be hap- 


P y (even in this world) Who have not the 1 
r their Go | 


THESE conſiderations naturally lead us to 
review the ſtate of religion in our own coun- 
try; and the difficulties, as well as duties ari- 
ling therefrom, to us of the clergy. They 
lead us to reflect, and we cannot reflect too 
often, that whilſt we are attending to the 
ſpiritual welfare of individuals, as paſtors of 
the flock, wereally a& as watchmen, for the 
political ſecurity of the ſtate. Now in theſe Þ| 
| . kingdoms (God be praiſed ) we do not find 
[|| | the ſame avowed rejection of all reſpect for 
| | the ſupreme being. It does not pollute our 
| | national proceedings, which conſtitute, what 
| Tm ſtrictnefs, the national character. We 
have too in our lovereign, an edifying exam- 


ple | 


2 
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— — — — 
. ²— Go» oats MEE A AB Gar waa * 


T 21 IJ 


% 
74 


ple of regular devotion. But ſtill, divine or- 


dinances are more neglected in theſe, than 
any other, parts of chriſtendom. It is the 


| ſtigma on our nation, throughout 22 urope, that 


an Engliſhman (an appellation common to the 
inhabitants of the Britiſh empire) has no reli- 


gion: a cenſure which receives but too much 


countenance from our manners, eſpecially in 


the higher claſſes. The churches are deſert- 


ed generally by the men of rank and fortune; 
the ſabbath is profaned by both ſexes. Sine 


of theſe perhaps flatter themſelves, that with 
S out the form, they retain the ſubſtance of re- 
fo gion. But that is impoſſible. External 

42" piety is a neceſſary emanation of internal. 
The appearance may indeed exiſt without the 
reality, but the reality cannot exiſt without 
che appearance; for he who voluntarily exhi- 
bits the appearance of evil, is guilty of ſubſtan- 


tial evil. Now this evil is daily increaſing, and, 


from 1 


from the natural influence of the example of 


the great, rendering more and more difficult 
the diſcharge of our miniſtry: of our miniſtry, 


above that of the clergy of other perſuaſions, 


becauſe it is more prevalent amongſt the 
members of the eſtabliſhed church, which 
comprizes the higher ranks, than amongſt the 


laity of diſſenting communions. And this dif- 


ference is moſt ſtriking amongſt the Roman 
Catholicks: : all ranks of whom are very lau- 
dably obſervant of the ordinances of their 
church. 


TrrxE 1 18 s another evil daily gaining ground 


among us, which creates an additional ob- 


ſtruction to our paſtoral exertions. Many, 
142550 thoſe in great ſtations too, who do not 


neglect the forms of our religion, yet from the 


x affectation of an enlarged mind, profeſs an 
indifference about ſpeculative opinions and 


modes 


Cs 2 : 
| modes of worſhip, till at laſt they bring 
themſelves to entertain a careleſs idea of the 
equality of religious perſuaſions. A miſap- 


b plication of the term /iberality, which, inſtead 
e of being confined (as it ought) to the treat- 
vl ment of perſons, is now extended to the ap- 
ch preciation of ſyſtems, has much contributed 
i- | to the propagation \ of this error; an error in 
m its firſt conception, abſurd and impious; in 


its effects, fatal to all religious principles. 13 
there, in reaſon, no ſuperiority of truth above 
falſehood? Is there no religious importance 
in thoſe truths, which the ſupreme being 
| has thought it expedient to reveal? Is it of 
A no conſequence in what manner we addreſfſs | 
the majeſty of God ? Whether we inſult him 
by a mode, which he has expreſsly forbidden, | 
or render his worſhip revolting to common 
F (coſe by childiſh ceremonies ? This equaliz- 
ing ſyſtem originates in indifference, and too 
frequently 


frequently terminates in contempt, for all re- 
ligion. It directly criminates the principle of 
the reformation; for, if all religions are 
equal, ſeparation from an eſtabliſhed one can- 
not be juſtified, But though this crude no- 
tion may ſatisfy the unthinking, may anſwer 
the plans of a very ſuperficial ſtateſman, and 
correſpond with the dreams of a very viſionary 
one, yet, my reverend brethren, “we have 
not ſo learned Chriſt.” Jude iii. We muſt 
earneſtly conten d er the faith once delivered to the 
ll ſaints. And though this faſhion of the day 
adds to our difficulties, let us not be diſcou- 
lf raged. We read that of old © not many 
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„ wiſe after the fleſh, not many mighty, 
c not many noble were called;” yet that 
God, cc chuſing the weak things of the world 
to confound the mighty, made fooliſh the 
c wiſdom of the world.” Under this provi- 
dence we act; but we are not (now) to expect 
a ſuper- 


| 2 ſupernitural ſupport. 


Human means are 
within our reach, in this ſtage of the chriſ- 
tian church, and we mut avail ourſelves 
of them. | 


We muſt, in the firſt place, be diligent to 
qualify ourſelves for the ſervice of the church 
by ſtudy; that we may be able to put eto 
« ſilence, and convince the gainſayers:“ he- 
ther their oppoſition be to the chriſtian faith 
in general, or to the particular profeſſions of 


the church, in which we miniſter.—F rom the 
increaſed intercourſe with thoſe who differ 
from us, more frequent occaſions. will proba- Nj | 
$ bly occur to render * A xeaſon for the hope 
chat is in us.” I do not mean that we ſhould + 
1 obtrude religious controverſy into common 
converſation. Such cdiſcuſſions tend only 40 
| engender fer ie; for ſeldom can there be ex- 
eval” in the ſeveral members of a mixed 


D company, 
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company, capacity, attention, and temper 


ſuited to them. But they may be forced upon © 
you; and, as a bad defence would injure a1 
good cauſe; to be incompetent to the indiſ. Þ 5 
penſable duty of your office, would be not 1“ 


only a. diſgrace, but a crime, The zeal of 
your opponents will call forth, on various and Þ © 
intereſting occaſions, all your powers of de- * 
fence ; - a zeal not ariſing merely from a love Þ © 
of abſtract truth, but from a conviction that 1“ 

there is no ſalvation out of the pale of their Þ © 1 
church. This is an article of their faith; 1“ 
they ſcorned on the late occaſion to difavow [4 
it; and it is ſtrongly: urged by one of their Þ © i 
eminent divines (Dr. Troy) in his paſtoral 1 
1 inſtruckions, publiſhed in the beginning of t 
the preſent year. As ſome of you may not 11 
have ſeen that publication, I ſhall cite his r 
lad words, in order to put you the more on your 15 f 
1 bu. 65 The dofrine of excluſive. ſalva- f. 
„ tion, | 
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4 tion,” ſays the learned writer, page 67; 


« being grounded on the infallible word of 


God, is equally admitted by proteſtants, 
i preſbyterians, -and Roman catholicks; nor 


© can it poſſibly be controverted by any one, 


„ho acknowledges the ſcriptures as a rule 


« of faith. The ſpirit of proſelyziſm is a ne- 


« ceflary conſequence of it, and if more ope- 
| © rative amongſt catholicks, than 'other de- 
% nominations of chriſtians, they have the 
| © merit of greater conſiſtency and adherence 
to principle. Charity impels them to bring ; 
the ſtrayed ſheep to the only one- ſafe fold, 
in which they conceive! themſelves com- 
„ prchended. Proteſtants, and other chriſ- 

tian ſects, if under the ſame impreſſion, 
„ ſhould act in like manner, No greater cha- 
J rity can be exerciſed; but this ſpirit ef pro- 
ſelytiſm if charitable, is mild and perſua- 
we.“ Theſe are his words, and you muſt , 
- obſerve 


Et 1 


. proport | 
_ clared that'we-are to be attacked. The dan- 
ger to our flocks from this quarter, makes a 
4 are ere to the difficulties of our 
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obſerve, that none can be more deciſive of the 


faith of Roman catholicks on this point; more 


fairly declaratory of the danger, againſt which 


it is your duty to provide; and at the ſame 
time, more expreſſive of that diſpoſition to 
peace and good will amongſt chriſtians, which 


I have been recommending to you to cultivate. 
They refle& honour on the learned author, 
They mark conſiſtency in his principles, a 


manly candour in his avowal, and mildneſs to 
thoſe who differ from him. Such opponents 
ſhould be met by us with equal meekneſs; at 


the ſame time, with precautions for defence, 
med to the zeal, with which 1 it is de- 


Bor 
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Bur having quoted the words of this wri- 


ter, it is incumbent on me (before I return 


to the general object of this charge) to obvi- 
ate the aſſertion, that © the doctrine of 


| « excluſive ſalvation is equally admitted by 
« proteſtants,” meaning thoſe of the eſtabliſh- _ 
| ed church, We do not admit it. He cites _ 
in proof the 18th of our articles, but he miſ- 
| underſtands it. It will not be amiſs, for the 
| fake of ſome of my younger brethren, to 
explain it's meaning, Our church aſſerts in 
| that article, © that they are to be accurſed, | 
« that preſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be 
« ſaved by the law or ſe& which he profeſs- ' 
«*eth,” And it fays rightly. He will not 
be ſaved by virtue of that faith ; as the chriſ- 
tian is by virtue of his faith in Chriſt, But 
the article does not in any ſort imply, that 
he cannot be ſaved in that ſect. No. He 
_ be ſaved Bang a Heathen or a you, but 
e he 


80 Who da not believe in Chriſt, but likcwiſe 
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by the law of Mofes. Dr. T roy therefore, mi. 


FE 3 J 


he is not ſaved-by virtue of paganiſm, or even 


apprehended the article, when he charges (ay 
he does, page 64).that ** it excludes from fal. 
*« vation, not only ei ils, Jews, and others 


« thoſe who do not believe his doctrine.“ 
The article was ſolely intended to appoſe the 
monſtrous 1dea (naw hecome almoſt W 
ny that all alan are an a level. 


. opndemnatory': clinſes in the Athauaf an 


creed, are hkewiſe adduced in fupport of this 
But, on examination, this praof 


« ſays,. © theſe expreſſions are only to be un- | 

<« derſtood to relate to thoſe, who having the 

% means gf inſtruction offered to them, have 

« rejected them, and hardened themſelves a- 

gainſt them. Now this may be the caſe from 
a variety | 


For, as biſhop Burnet truly 


1 

n variety of diſpoſitions, all deſervedly incur- 
| ring the divine diſpleaſure; from careleſsneſs, a 
contemptuous rejection of all myſteries, or the 
ſtrange notion above ſtated, that all ſpeculative 
| opinions are indiffefent; or ſv nearly equal, that 
if: Þ they are not worth inveſtigation. In this ſenſe 
e.“ only the condemnatory clauſes are tendered 
he Þ for ſubſcription ; and in this ſenſe only, they 


n- Þ are ſabſcribed; We are ſurely entitled to the 


ame candour, which we ſhew to the Roman 
$ catholicks—7» know beft our own opinions: And; 
ve are ready to declare, that we do not hold - 


When the Roman catholicks are ready to 


Jobſerve, that the toleration, which we profeſs 
Jind- F 18 the ſtrongeſt evidunce, that 
133 we 


as art article of our faith, that there is no 
falvation - out of the pale of our church. : 


make a ſimilar declaration; the members of 
ie Ithe two churches will be on the: ſame footing 
: Yvith regard to other chriſtians. But I muſe 


CN 


1 32 J 


we ſuppoſe a inan may be ſaved in any ſect; 
for how can toleration to opiniotis incompa- 
tible with ſalvation, be juſtified? 


I Rus that you will not think theſe ob- 
ſervations remote from the ſubject of my ad- 
dreſs, as they tend to take off an imputation 
on the proteſtant church, which might occa- 
fionally embarraſs a young clergyman in the 
courſe of his communication with ſuch, as 
have received that impreſſion; and might add 
to the e difficulties of has e Gi: 


94 


if Bux, my reverend N TR far the 
15 int embarraſſment that can occur, even 
to thoſe of the longeſt experience, will be 
found to ariſe from the late regulation, allow- Þ 
| ing the intermarriages of parties of different 
perſuaſions. This will open a new ſcene of 
| duty, demanding the utmoſt vigilance, and 

the 1 
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der heavy penalties. | 

| called Quakers, a ſociety diſtinguiſhed by the 
|F prudence of it's internal regulations, has ta- 
| ken every precaution, and made repeated or- 
gers to prevent them. 


the moſt conſummate diſcretion. 


— — 
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How far it 
is calculated to promote conjugal happineſs, 1 
to unite the efforts of the parents in the edu- 
cation of their offspring, and to preſerve the 
reſpect due from the children to both their 
parents; how far it is calculated to improve, or 
to impair, their domeſtick virtues, which are 
the principal ſources of human Happineſs, it 
beſits us not; for it is too late to enquire. 
The law of Moſes proſcribed the i intermarriage 
of eus with Pagans, in the ſevereſt man- 
ner. Intermar riages of Catholicks with Here- 1 
ticks, have been reprobated by the See of 
Rome, and ſtiled connubia deteftanda. Our le- . 
1 has hitherto forbid ſuch unions un- 


The body of chriſtians, 
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meaſure, one is obvious. 


and child. 


EN 1 
nors have thought otherwiſe. But what 
other effects ſoever may be produced by this 
It lays the clergy 
of both perſuaſions under the greateſt difh- 


culties, with regard to their conduct in fami- 


lies ſo circumſtanced. The Roman catholick, 


by the legal prohibition of endeavouring to 
make proſelytes ; the proteſtant (who is un- 
der no legal reſtriction) by the delicacy of in- 
| terfering between huſband and wife, parent 
our office to | 
diſcuſs the law, but to act under it in the moſt 
circumſpect; but at the ſame time the moſt 
| conſcientious manner. 


It 3 18 not, however, 


What then 


Such connexions will 
certainly be made; and the Roman catholick 
Ipirit of probe il will as certainly take 
* place with regard to the proteſtant party, and 
the offspring of the marriage. 
are we to do? Are we to ſtand by, as in- 
[1 different ſpectators of the perverſion of our 
N 2 flocks? 


fo 
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| flocks ? Arewe to be regardleſs, whether the 


riſing generation, is educated in the erroneous ' 
doctrines of the church of Rome, which we 
engaged at our ordination, as much as heth | 


in us, to baniſh and drive away, and in a per- 
| ſuaſion adverſe to the religion of the ſtate, 1 
me intereſts of which are committed to us by 
the conſtitution? Would ſuch a conduct be 
conſiſtent with fidelity to the truſts repoſed 
in us by God and our country ? Certainly 
not! No ſubordinate conſiderations can be 
admitted. We cannot give up the purity of 
religion; we cannot betray the national 
church. We muſt interfere; but it muſt be 
F done With tenderneſs, and with caution. i 
: Great (very great) diſcretion will be requiſite 1 
o prevent ſuch interference from laying the 
| foundation of family diſcord ; or of a degree 
| of contention with the Romith clergy, which ( 


might impair, in ſome inſtences of irritable. 
tempers 
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tempers in the parties, the defired frater- : 
nal union. The latter evil, however (it is Þ 
to be hoped) may be avoided. They cannot, iſ 
with conſiſtency, take offence at us for the 
conduct which they adopt ; or with candour 
[ blame us for that zeal, for (what we think) 5 
lit the truth, which we applaud in them. They Þ} * 
cannot but think it the indiſpenſable duty of b 
us, the clergy eſtabliſhed by the ſtate, to pre- Þ ” 


ſerve the church committed to our care, be 
which is manifeſtly interwoven with the civil ol 
ar 


[ | conſtitution. We purſue the ſame end; the 
Pur eſt form of chriſtianity. We differ in the  B& 


| choice. Let us contend with a temper conſiſt- J ® 

|| ent with the general tenor of our faith. Let de 
| us „ forbear one another.“ We ſhall be bad B of 
advocates for our interpretation of the letter **< 
wWuhilſt we are counteracting the ſpirit of the v2 
Cle 


an goſpel. 
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I nave pointed out the principal difficul- 


ties in the diſcharge of your duties, which 
ariſe from publick manners and opinions; ES 

have ſuggeſted the effects likely to be pro- 
duced by the late regulations, which appear 


to me calculated to create further difficulties; 
and when, in addition to theſe internal em- 


barraſſments, your external ſituation is exa- 
mined; when it 1s conſidered that your num- 
ber is by no means proportioned to the extent 
of the country ; that many of your pariſhes 
Fig unprovided with churches to convene | 

your people for the purpoſes of inſtruction 

and religious worſhip, and many more are 
| deſtitute of glebes, the paſtors of which are, 
| of courſe, driven to ſeek for reſidences ſitu- 
Jated inconveniently for their duty. I may 
venture to aſſert, that there is no national 


clergy in Europe, whoſe paſtoral duty 1s dif- 


ax charged under circumſtances ſo diſadvanta- 


Jcous. 
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geous. I cannot doubt but our lay brethren, 
(our rulers eſpecially) are ſenſible of theſe 
our diſadvantages; and that their candour 
makes every reaſonable allowance for them, 
when they are appreciating our conduct. At 
the ſame time, you ſhould conſider, that there 
is no body of clergymen in Europe, ſo much 
called upon to be converſant in controverſial 
divinity; from the variety of diſſenting ſects, 
the uncontrolled liberty of the preſs, as well 
as private converſation, and the ſpirit of pro- 
ſelytiſm avowed by the moſt numerous body 
of diſſenters ; a ſpirit, which actuates their 
laity as well as clergy, in a manner deſerving 
l} the imitation of proteſtants. In ſome parts 
of Germany, indeed, the inhabitants are di- 
s vided in like manner, by different perſuaſions | 
n religion; but in each of them, the eſtabliſh- 
cd church is effectively (though improperly) 
| . fenced by the reſtrictions of the preſs. Theo- 
. 1 logical 


E201 


N logical ſtudies therefore, and paſtoral diligence 


(the duty of all clergymen in all ſituations) 


are particularly neceſſary to render you re- {| 
ſpectable and uſeful. You ſhould likewiſe con- 


ſider, that the publick endowment, attach- 
ed to your order, is moſt liberal, and add to 
the impulſe of duty the ſpur of gratitude. 


The publick bounty is likewiſe annually ex- | 


tended to aſſiſt in providing churches and 


glebe-houſes. Though, therefore, you muſt 
be ſenſible, that your taſk is very difficult, 
and that every exertion on your part 18 ne- 
ceſſar y, yet, you muſt feel that every exer- 
non is indiſpenſably due to the flock, who are 
| taxed for your ſupport, to your own conſci- al 
F ences, to your country, and to the empire. 
my_ F Great indeed, is the extent of that variety of 
mischief, which muſt reſult from any remiſs- 
neſs on your part. No one can be ſo ſhort- 
| ſighted as not to diſcern it, who is capable 
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of comprehending the connexion between the 


civil and eccleſiaſtical conftitution, between 


this kingdom and Great Britain. It is neither 


neceſſary nor proper (on this occaſion) to en- 
ter into detail. Your ſituation is moſt im. 
portant; your duties are very arduous; your 
circumſtances are in the higheſt degree criti- 
cal: your exertions ſhould be proportioned, 
J have dwelt on your difficulties, not to di- 


may, but to animate. For your very diff. 


culties (cuch is the deep wiſdom of div ine 


providence !) may be rendered the ſources f 


ſucceſs: your danger, the harbinger of your 
triumph. A ſuperior degree of ſtudy (be-| 
come more and more neceſſary) will furnill ; 


ſtrength of argument; a ſuperior degree of| 


= paſtor al diligence, will draw a candidneſs; 


| berality 


E 


if | . | | | - 

iberality of manners will enſure a favourab | 

atten p 8 3 | 

t 1 tion to it. The truth will have a fa 
rial; 9 
rial; and I doubt not, under the bleſſing 6 


divine providence, will ſinally prevail 
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THE END. 
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